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Dear Mr Seely 

269 Leigham Court Road Sheltered Housing 
Support for Application for Listing EH ref 482162 

 
The Twentieth Century Society would like to express its support for the listing of 269 Leigham Court 
Road, LB Lambeth, London at Grade II.  This sheltered housing development, built in 1971-1975 to 
the designs of Kate MacIntosh MBE at Lambeth’s Architects’ Department, was discussed at the 
December 2013 meeting of the Society’s advisory casework committee. Members agreed that this 
successful example of post-war social housing fully merits the Society’s support. 

The Listing Selection Guide (Domestic 4: The Modern House and Housing, English Heritage, April 
2011) sets out criteria for assessing housing schemes of this date. Key considerations are 
architectural interest; intactness of design; whether the design was influential or a particularly good 
example of a development in housing; and whether the building fulfilled its original brief.  For the 
reasons set out in Docomomo’s application for listing, we believe Leigham Court Road meets all 
these standards. 
 
In addition we would also like to draw your attention the 2012 English Heritage recommendation for 
the listing of Dawson’s Heights in Southwarl, also by Kate Macintosh.  Although Leigham Court Road 
is not a megastructure like Dawson’s Heights, it shares a number of that scheme’s characteristics, as 
recognised in English Heritage’s listing recommendation.  As with Dawson’s Heights, members of 
advisory committee felt that the design of Leigham Court Road introduces a human scale through its 
skilful planning and architectural treatment, and that the massing, layout and use of materials shows 
the thoughtfulness and sensitivity that went into the best public housing schemes of the period.  
 
Leigham Court Road is popular with residents and continues to fulfil its original brief and to provide 
good living accommodation. In our view, this 1970s development is an effective and successful 
example of post-war sheltered housing that merits listing.  
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We hope our comments will help inform your recommendation. Should you require clarification on any 
of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office. I would also be grateful if you could 
keep us informed of the outcome of this case. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Henrietta Billings 
Senior Conservation Adviser 
The Twentieth Century Society 

 

Remit: The Twentieth Century Society was founded in 1979 and is the national amenity society concerned with 
the protection, appreciation, and study of post-1914 architecture, townscape and design. The Society is 
acknowledged in national planning guidance as the key organisation concerned with the modern period and is a 
constituent member of the Joint Committee of the National Amenity Societies. Under the procedures set out in 
ODPM Circular 09/2005, all English local planning authorities must inform the Twentieth Century Society when 
an application for listed building consent involving partial or total demolition is received, and they must notify us of 
the decisions taken on these applications. 

 


